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Chillout desi for the year 20089. | am indeed very happy to meet
you all through this wonderful forum. Wondering what am |
Spotlight : Pragathi 4 > talking about? Its not your fault, it has been almost two and
a half years since you have heard of the name Drexel desi
n ] Here, let me refresh your memories on it. Drexel desi, the
Friendship from NY 5 official newsletter of Pragathi, has been an integral part of
the organization from the time of its inception. The main
Cinemascope:Sarkar 6 idea behind having a newsletter was to bring out the hidden
talents within the Indian student community and at the same
Vs The Godfather time provide them a back home feel. For about two decades now it has been a saurce
inspiration and encouragement to the Indian graduate student community at Drexel, It |
Eurekal!!i 9 served as a perfect platform for the students to display their writing skills and to discu
various issues. The Drexel desi has been instrumental in showcasing and upholding the
dian culture among the Indians and their foreign friends at Drexel.
Citius, altius, fortius ilil
3 Olympics 2008 If you all remember, the last issue of Drexel desi was published in Feb. 2006. It has'beel
long time since, and it seemed to be the end of the road. But the current board had differ
- _ plans. On top of the 20089 Pr agat hi boardds agenda wa
Enticing Rajasthan 12 This responsibility was entrusted to the editorial board. | am indeed very happy to have wi
me a very dedicated and talented team which has given its 100% to bring out one of the k
The day when 15 editions of Drexel desi so far. Lot of thought and discussion has gone in designing, outlini
: and planning this newsletter. The result is a revolutionized Drexel desi with a stylis
Mumbai drowned format, improved event coverage and reporting, and diverse articles. This particular editit
has been restricted to the events conducted by the new board during the summeriqua
Event Galleria 17 It also features diverse articles ranging from Olympics to a trip to Rajasthan. We hope t

diversity of the literature would be a treat to our readers.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the Pragathi board for its patience and suppol

The Team: | would also like to thank my editorial board for all their hard work and commitment. A

. : special thanks to Mr. Jay Bhatt, who has been very helpful and a source of encouragem
Adil Mudassir Last but not the least, | would like to thank the entire Indian graduate student community
Amit Bhole Drexel and our alumni, and look forward towards your active participation. Kindly

Greeshma Manomohan

remember one thing; ités only your |ityer
all the more informative and interesting. On this note, | wish you all the very best and hoj

Neha Joshi you have a great time going through this newsletter. One final note, we are accepting‘artic

Ni Shah for our forthcoming edition. So its time to pen down your thoughts, and let it make
LGRS difference. Meet you in the next edition.

Prasanna Prasanna
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Pragathi summer chillou

PN couple of topics to write on, | finally deC|ded on the most
adventurouson'éPr agat h i 6 s Hi k i ng Tr'i p.

.. Since the Pragathi board was just elected, the passion to do

-something new, something different was anew among us and we
were looking for an event that would make the year for Pragathi start with a 'bang'. In the very
first board meeting (when the board was just 6 members), | suggested organizing a hiking trip
and it was unanimously decided that Pragathi's first event should be a hiking trip, a kind of
event never organized earlier.

After a good deal of effort by the new board members, the hiking trip was slated to be held on
12" July, 2008 to the Ridley Creek State Park. Close to 30 people registered for the tfip. The
trip commenced early in the morning. We had rented two SUdse driven by Vinayak and

the other by Seeni. Jamir and Bhagwan were kind enough to bring along their cars. So, we hac
four cars in all. The ride to the park was a short half an hour ride but enough to get all those
lazy bones in the body to relax and prepare for an entire day of joyous exertion.

On reaching the park, everyone was getting impatient to explore the park. Some jpeople
wandered off to the horse stables, some went to the visitor center, and some started chalking
out the trails to be followed. It seemed that the group disintegrated like a supé&rnova
everything going haywire. Well, Pragathi had it all planned out. Come Anup and Atman, who
brought up an exciting crowpguller. They had planned a game called the 'Photo Scavenger
Hunt'. The rules of the games were simiplget a picture of all the things listed in a piece of
paper handed out. Time starts novand whissshhhhe ver yonebds gone. Al
groups of 4 and headed out to collect the pictures of some of the weirdest things that you can
find in the forest like a bridge, artificial flowers (in a forest...phew!!), a boulder, the ranger's
car (thank God he had not left for his round in the jungle). In about half an hour evéryone
reported back to 'base' equipped with cameras or camera phones. The judging was; a scen
worth watching. As soon as each team started showing their photo collection, every other team
started pouncing into action to deny the authenticity of the pictures. The scene was no
different than the Indian Parliament in session. The opposing party denying every other bill
proposed by the ruling party and eventually, no bill was passed. Well, to date, no one knows
who won that day but everyone claims to be the winner. | cannot forget that moment when
Neha climbed up the table in futile efforts to convince Jimit that her team won. What a start to

It was now time to start the adventure that we had come to seek. In an effort to keep the group
spirit up, we decided that everyone will hike a short trail to a waterfall together. Here we were,
treading on a muddy trail, cutting through the dense forest, along the river, bearing witness to
the blossoming colorful flowers, to the sweet sound of chirping birds, to the tiny rays of light
piercing through the dense trees and enlightening our path, to the secret world of insects, to
God's own magical world. Although that trail should have been hiked in half an hour, we took

i
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about an hour more, stopping at each $teypmetimes to capture nature's kaleidoscope
onto the sophisticated 4 element CCD chip of a digital camera and sometimes just to click
pictures of our fellow hikers doing strange things (pun intended). Adil fell into the water
when he went inside balancing on the tiny peaks of stones peeking out the water. (But why
did he go there???)

The waterfall was breathtaking. Those who were aloof from doing crazy things now joined
in the clan. People started climbing trees (of course, we have to prove we are descendants
of the great tree dwellers). Prasanna started climbing up the cairn creating the drop of the
waterfall. | wonder if he imagined himself to be a superhero wanting to test his ability to
hold on to slippery rocks via tiny bushes of in grown hair. But realizing the potential
outcome to be a visit to the orthopedic, he chucked the idea. Some bruised their feet on the
bedrock and some had a good dip in the water. When everyone had extinguished his or her
daring spirits at the waterfall, it was time to eat. Oh Boy!!!l What a lunch that was.
Although everyone was asked to bring their own food, everyone had brought enough to
feed two more people. The mutual feeling of sharing lunch brought the reminiscences of
high school life. The 30 odd people made sure that every other person had a taste of his or
her cooking. Who would want to hike after such a delicious and heavy lunch? But here
comes Anup once again, with a game more tantalizing to the brain than to the body. Called
as AfiThe Survivor 0, it made everyone_ a s
in reach. We had to decide how we would prioritize these things towards our survival. The
answer as taken from the naval rule book was surprising for most of us. (I would not want
to hold onto a fishing net than the last pack of food when | am stuck in the middle of the
sea without a ship.)

The game brought back everyone in the mood to hike. Now, we separated into" small
clusters. Some people taking easier trails while some, more difficult ones. The real pleasure
0° hiking was row coming to realization. Walk through the wild, as | proudly call it, was

an amazing experience. Everyone was at base by 5:30 pm. But the thrill was still at its
peak. About 20 of us played dodge ball. Who would imagine people with battered feet,
sweat soaked bodies, swollen ankles playing dodge ball at the best that the game demands
Seeni said he was astounded at the energy level that everyone showed. Done with dodge
ball, we sat down to some 'light' fun. A good game of dumb charades was the relaxing
activity which everyone enjoyed. We left the park in high spirits, with some fond memories
and an experience of a lifetime under our belt. And to add to the tale, for most of us, the
day did not end there. Upon reaching campus, the empty volleyball court tempted us
towards it.

Ralph Waldo Emerson once saidWh o

so wal keth in solityude
i nto that f orester shall

pass é power _and

Well, though true, we did not solely rely on these words. For most of us this was our
maiden hiking adventure and the idea to commune with nature was overwhelming but
treacherous if undertaken alone, had Pragathi not organized it. This trip gave everyone an
opportunity to step into their sneakers and set foot on the wonderful landscapes of nature.
Hope that we can putff more such events in the future.

About the author: Sankhesh Jhaveri is an MS student at Drexel and the
President of Pragathi.
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Spotlight; Pragathi

| am writing this in a very informal way so that you will have more fun in learning more
about your truly student friendly, supportive and inspiring organizatieragathi.

| vaguely remember that 15 years ago, some of our students were keen on starting a studen
association to help nurture student talent while studying at our University. Vish and G.K.
their names that | am trying to recollect. They believed that our students come hereywith a
wide variety of talents and if we do not try to encourage them, they may lose interest. In
addition to the talents, they were also interested in supporting our Indian roots, culture, food
and literature to some extent.

Once, G.K. told me about this evolving idea of a student organization while having a coffee at
McDonald's. | immediately liked the idea and strongly encouraged him and other students to
vigorously pursue for its initiation. 1 do not remember when it was launched but | do
remember that our students accepted it very well. They loved it very much. Students found an
opportunity to pursue their talents in singing, dancing, writing, sports (cricket, of course and
many more!). Cricket matches used to be played on Buckley Green court; they were so much
fun; and as of today they continue to be lots of fun.

Vish was a Ph.D. student in Mechanical Engineering and he used to work at Hess Lab' A few
times we met in his lab to think about starting a newsletter. Publishing a newsletter is an
excellent way of showcasing a variety of student written articles, poems, research achieve-
ments, jokes and pictures. Newsletters, for some reason, were not consistently published but
whenever they were, our students liked them a lot. Those days there was no Web; so
publishing them on the Internet was not an option. Print was still very much alive.”" New
student orientation was normally accompanied with games, antakshari, individual
introductions, and of course, mouth watering Indian food.

| remember those days our library used to have amMort section in the basement. There
were two VCRs where normally students coul
our students were able to enjoy some great Bollywood movies there. During the termibreak,
students used to bring samosas and a few movies while enjoying every bite of tasteful
samosas, entertainment was at its peak. Since | love my students a lot, | never missed ar
opportunity to be with them whenever | can. | truly believe in the power of sharing and loving

in the well being of all human beings, and especially since we have come here thousands of
miles leaving our families and friends. So, in that sense, students need to develop a close
bond amongst themselves; support and help each other whenever needed and truly show unity
among our diverse population coming here from all parts of India.

Vi shal Kamat 6s Ganesh Puja cultivates 't hat
example of how we can be with each other by means of our unique cultural heritage. | hope as
time permits we have many such occasions where the spirit of connectedness is empowerec
among all of us.

Pragathi has come a long way from its humble beginning. With evolving new technologies of
blogs and RSS feeds, it will continue to grow both virtually and physically. My best wishes

drexel desi pragathi
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are always with you and | hope Pragthi becomes a role model to all other student organizations
all over the world.

About the author: Mr.Jay Bhatt is an engineering librarian at Drexel, and an active
supporter and mentor of pragathi

Friendship from New York

Hello Everyone,

| am a student of State University of New York. | had come to Philadelphia formmngh

long internship. Like any other intern, | was nervous to leave my school behind for a short
break and go to a new city. But | chose to stay close to Drexel's campus since | was aware tha
there would be Indians staying there and | would have at least some company...

Well, looking back now, | think | have had not just 'some company', but | have made' some
great friends for life, whom I'll miss a lot now that | am back in NY.

| had a blast during the summer of '08. It is obvious that Pragathi being an association at
Drexel, will make all Drexel desis feel 'at home'. However, they welcomed me into, their
'family' without any issues. And not just mehey welcome anyone who is interested'in
joining; be it alumni, other international students or-Dwaxel students!

| would specially like to thank and congratulate the Board members for the marvellous job
that they are doing. Within a short span of time, they organized a lot of events. And the events
were varied. The Hiking Trip which was their kiokf event was a great outdoor adventure
event. It also provided me a chance to socialize with people | had not met before. They also
had planned sports activities and tournaments such as the Volleyball tournament and
Badminton Tournament. | must agre& was fun to be in the sun and play volleyball. ['ll
surely miss the sun once Fall begins here in upstate New York! | am not a great cook; but with
the help of my friends at Drexel, | managed to cook some delicious food for the Potluck
Lunch that Pragathi had organized to celebrate Friendship Day. That was also a good
opportunity to savor the flavors of India. Although | was away from my home country, | sure
did want to celebrate India's Independence Day. Pragatbrdicated with DISHA to
organize their Independence Day Celebrations Event, which had a tremendous turnout. | must
mention that since | was doing my internship, | was worried that | might miss out on some of
these events due to my work schedule. But the gdanhing was perfect and the timing was
great! | never missed out on any of the events. Look for me in the pictures on the website!

| thank Pragathi for making my stay in Philadelphia truly memorable. | will miss Pragathi and
all its members...

Warm Regards,
Megha Pabby.

Drexel desi is thankful to Ms. Megha Pabby for her feedback and sharing her
experiences with us

S £
atni
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Cinemascope: Sarkar Vs The

Cinema as a piece of art today continues to play a major role in the lives of peoplej Most
people would probably like to go to movie theatre more frequently than art museums where
paintings, sculptures, artefacts adorn, and communicate with patrons. Books do have their
own fans, but some people would just indulge in a trip to the theatre with friends to watch a
movie adaptation of the book. Many more would go with the motive of getting a different
experience, the one of seeing things happen instead of reading them. This is also evident in
the rapid growth of film industries around the world. An increasing number of movies are
released all over the world, and they focus on myriad of issues and belong to a plethora of
genres. Film makers have experimented from some of the most basic human qualities to what
is beyond them. One movie and the sequels to it which | think has touched a lot of issues and
has been also applauded to be some of the greatest creations of all times, with Jseveral
adaptations around the world is Francis Fo
the same name by Mario Puzo. So loud and intense has been its influence that it has also beel
recast with a change of context, adapted much to reflect local environs, by Ram ‘Gopal
Varma, as Sarkar and its sequel Sarkar Raj.

The films touch and bring into focus an incredible number of issues and portray a beautiful
sequence of events that lead to much more interesting conclusions. The values inherent to a
society can seldom be stripped away from its people, and the films convey this is almost
every event. This is partly manifested in clash of cultures that are pertinently shown. Michael
Corl eoneds (played by Al Pacino) i nitilal
Mi chael 6s environment, upbringing and jget
college makes him look at the business as something which is not something agreeable.
However Michael s attitude reflects more ¢
his girlfriend and later his second wife Kay (played by Diane Keaton). In Sarkar, Shankar
Nagare (played by Abhi shek Bacchan) hol ds
Amitabh Bacchan) in high respect and regard, something which is also true for Michael.
However, the influence of American middle class milieu on him when he was a student in
us, makes him disregard Sarkards activity.
much more severe in coming down on Sarkar
Michael and Shankar would undergo a transformation from what their environment has made
them to what their fathers, their background and their innate family values want themjto be.
They would ultimately turn into the reflections of their fathers.

Sarkar is about Shankaro6s evolution from a
an entirrelsys di f f efents way .0 running thin
legacy. What he comes home to find is the complex political and social web of hierarchies

and competition in Maharashtra, something that has always been innate to Maharashtra, the

 fundamental values of people who live in this powerful state. The movies beautifully portray

how the existing incumbent perpetuates the most fundamental values or traits that are
essential to run the enterprise, without active tutoring and, in perfect silence. The silence in
which the values are passed on is deafening and makes one wonder how Michael and
Shankar just by observing, being around and experiencing the lives of their fathers are
transformed into the personalities that are most ideal for taking over. The silence is especially
deafening because although only few words are said, vigorous dialogue takes place through
actions, ultimately the fathers impinging their values on the heirs. Looks like laws of

inheritance rewritten. However it takes people like Michael and Shankar to be molded into

drexel desi pragathi
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heirs, their siblings are shown to fail. Godfather portrays Freddie as a runt of the family,
with no parallel character in Sarkar. There is however some analogy in the characters of
Vishnu Nagare (played by Kay Kay Menon) and Santino Corleone (played by James Caan),
both being outspoken and aggressive. Both film sequences show that heir is selected basec
on merit and the viewer feels a strong and convincing agreement that the most befitting heir
ultimately takes over to running the enterprise, with the other siblings sidetracked or
liquidated with some cruelty, atleast by modern civilized standards. The films have their
own tang of Darwinism. They heavily touch or rather forcefully ram into the principles of
inheritance and evolution as seen in nature, putting to question our faith in civilization and
modesty. Tom Hagen (played by Robert Duvall) who is not a biological son does not'get to
hecome the heir despite being highly meri
Godfather | before Michael is yet to be absorbed in the family business and Santino [can be
clearly seen to be acting out with impetuousness which has an edge over his leadership
capabilities.

A loud showcase and compatibility of indigenous culture is portrayed in the actions and
attitudes of wives of both first generation godfathers. Pushpa Nagare (played by Supriya
Pathak), Sarkars wife, portrays a silent and approving witness to all that is going on with the
business. Vito Corl eoneds wife Carmell a (
Vito although this is seldom shown in the movie. The viewer has an impression that she
would be playing a fair role in the stability of the family, the contrast of which is apparent
with Michaels wife Kay, who is an American. The viewer is obliged to think that Carmella
must be making sure that her husband would not need to deal with her own personal
opinions about the family business, portrayal of faith without inquiry and questioning,
which may have been a hallmark of a Sicilian marriage which keeps the traditional marriage
stable and strong as ever. Questioning spouses are shown in second generation marriages
And for Michael and Kay, the fragility of marriage is clearly apparent. Perhaps [how
traditional Sicilian and Indian values promoted strong marriages which are mostly a thing of
the past in modern times is signified by the characters. Kay is an American woman,
Michaels girlfriend when he was a student at Dartmouth, and served in the Marines during
Worl d War | 1. Kaybs disapproval of the f a
in Sarkar, iSSP SHeRe nh itn Pooja for Sar kar 6s
Michael ultimately marries Kay, since his first wife, a Sicilian woman Apollonia Vitelli
(played by Simonetta Stefanelli) was killed in a car bomb explosion leaving him lonely and
without a heir. As Michael evolves into a leader fit for running the business, Kay does not.
Kay is not a traditional Sicilian woman. She is an American woman who would not
compromise just for preserving marriage. She questions Michael on his business, and
questions his actions critically. Michael, at this point having evolved into someone like his
father, wants Kay to evolve into someone like his mother. He does not approve of her
questioning and inquiry about his business. Owing to her culture, Kay is unable to cope up
with the expectations in the Corleone household. She ultimately leads to the downfall and
demise of the business. Michael, a smart and intelligent man, who can deal with qutside
i ssues with unfailing dexterity, fails to
Kay ultimately aborts her pregnancy, which makes Michael throw her out of the house.
Later Michael would let her bring up their children, and the viewer is perplexed how a smart
man | i ke Michael woul d ever do so. Thieir
being raised by his mother, finds the family business obnoxious. He even wants to drop out
of Law school to pursue a career as an opera singer. His mother supports him following the
much celebrated American traditions of, Ii
dreams. This ultimately leaves Michael no choice but to hand over the business to his
illegitimate nephew Vincent Manch@orleone ( played by Andy Garcia), who is irate,

drexel desi pm Gathi



One of Sarkars movie
promo posters, with Sub
hash Nagare aka Sarkar i
focus, and blurred imagg

ShankerNagare (so
and heir to Sarkar) in
background. Or should it
have been the other way?

00ne o f

messages that the
films portray is the
demise of giant and

sound enterprises by

weakening kinks in

the interior, and
mostly by clashing

cultures

Fall 2008

aggressive and impetuous as his father. The film sadly concludes showing Michael, old and
infirm, sitting in a chair in courtyard in Sicily, and ultimately drooping down, presumably

. dead. Could there be a better example of demise of a personality by poor decision? The

viewer is convinced that ultimately what Michael could not inherit from his father is that it is
absolutely important to pass on the torch of the business to an apt biological son. However,
his misjudgment in choosing a life partner dealt a severe blow to the accomplishment of this
goal. As one watches Godfather and its sequels, Michael turns up to an adorable personality,
after all he is the lead character. His demise, and that of whatever he has built with such per-
fection, at the hands of his wife, is saddening and also a lesson in clashing with American
values.

Probably, that is exactly what Ram Gopal Varma must have gone through when he watched
the movie. He decided not to let this happen to Shankar. Atleast he could keep some friction
out of Shankaros | ife by getting rid of f
Shankar to choose between her and Sar karé
latter. He marries Avantika (played by Tanisha Mukherjee) who is a Maharashtrian girl
raised in Nagare household, and would make a perfect wife for him as a heir of the family
enterprise. It is however revealed in Sarkar Raj (the sequel to Sarkar) that she dies in a car
bomb blast pregnant with his child, leaving him no issue, resembling the death of Apallonia
Vitelli in Sicily in Godfather. In the same movie, Varma also introduces Anita Rajan (played
by Aishwarya Bacchan) as another woman with contrasting values who influences Shankar.
Var ma might have been under pressure to pr
cast into many movies since her marriage to Abhishek Bacchan, and Sarkar Raj would act as
a good launch pad. However the viewer is again put through the grueling sequence of events
in dealing with questions like what is a woman with strong American values (j my
presumption of the character based on its portrayal) doing in the Nagare household?
Making a movie in Bollywood certainly allow such mishaps, and Sarkar Raj although being

a brilliant piece of work cannot be an exception to it.

One of the messages that the films portray is the demise of giant and sound enterprises by
weakening kinks in the interior, and mostl
a Sicilian woman instead of Kay, given a completely different outcome to the movie? And
similarly Shankar marrying Pooja would have presented an entirely different Sarkar to
viewers. The directors, both hailing from different parts of the globe and targeting audiences
which are markedly different from each other, rolled up these messages in contexts which are
a fit for the audiences and their backgrounds. Sarkar beautifully shows the vigourous political
and social context in Maharashtra, one of the most politically decisive, economically
powerful and mighty and socially relevant states in India. A next sequel planned for Sarkar
would probably have a major role for Anita Rajan (even the name sounds asynchronous and
out of place in the Nagare household). It also adds Jaya Bacchan to the cast, and is rumorec
to portray Subhash Nagare in his youthful
Godfather Il showing young Vito (played by Robert de Niro) and his rise to power.

There is yet something common to both the
desk and his couches where he usually sits, his office is surprisingly low lit for the office of
an I|Italian American Obusiness6 magnat e. S

audiences with his visitors is also shown to be dark by Varma. Perhaps the filmmakers
thought that in addition to giving an impression of an appropriate space for characters like
Sarkar and Godfather, the darkness would also impinge upon the viewers the blindingiglares,
they want to communicate through their movies.

About the author: A.Z. Vidyarthi (pen name)is a grauate student in Biomedical
engineering at Drexel
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Eureka

1. On 18" November 1989, two modern greats made their debut in the same match. One of
them was Sachin Tendulkar. Who was the other?

Test matches have been played at three grounds in Mumbai. One of them is Brabourne
Stadium and the second one is the Wankhede Stadium. Which is the third ground?

Who was the first batsman to be dismissed for 199 in tests?

Who picked up 11 wickets in two matches in the 1975 World Cup?

Who saidthis iHe t ook the elevator while | took
Name one thing common between Mohinder Amarnath, Arvinda DeSilva and Shane
Warne.

7. Who took the first five wicket haul in a one day internationals?

8. Who was the first bowler to take 300 wickets in test matches?
9.
1

N

SORCIE =

Who has the highest first class score by an Indian?
0.Other than Brian Lara, who is the only cricketer to score two quadruple centuries in first

class cricket?

11.Who took the first hatrick in an ODI?

12.What is the most number of hundreds scored in an ODI?

13What was Sachin Tendul kars tendul kar 6's a\
same year that he put on 664 run unbroken partnership with Vinod Kambli)?

\ _ _ 14.How many batsmen have got out on 99 in Tests on debut?

SERULARBE RN, 15 Wni ch Indian cricketer is known as ACol o

important  than Quiz edited by Gulabrao Huganey

knowledge. For while

knowledge defines all S u d O ku

we currently know

and understand, {? 1 g | Sudoku sometimes spelled Su Doku, is a ldmsed

placement puzzle, also known as Number Place in the
United States. The aim of the canonical puzzle is to enter
a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each cell of a 9x9
grid made up of 3x3 subgrids (called "regions"), starting

| 5 113 with various digits given in some cells (the "givens").
~+—t+—4—+——{ Each row, column, and region must contain only one
| 8 instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires
| 316 patience and logical ability. Although first published in‘a

i U. S. puzzle magazine in 1979, Sudoku initially caught
! | on in Japan in 1986 and attained international popularity
|3 in 2005. (Sourcewikipedia)

Instructions: Just fill in the grid so that every row, every
column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through
9.

imagination points to 1 9 | 5
all we might yet 9 2158

%
o

di scover an

Albert Einstein e
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Eurekal!ll!
70 \\Nord ladder

&~ Word Ladder is avord gamenvented bylLewis Carrol| the author of

%1 books such adlice's Adventures in Wonderlanand Through the
Looking-Glass It was originally known as a "doublet" or "werd
links".

LEAN

Rules:

The player is given atart word and anend word. In order to win the
game, the player must change ttart word into the end word
progressively, creating an existing word at each step. To do so,jgh
player can do one of the following on each step.

GOUT
i Add a letter

 Remove a letter
I Change a letter
|

Use the same letter in different order
OEureka !! Information Source : Wikipedia

osend i n

answers for

zaat, sudoku, word

ladder, and

Spellathol

Here is another interesting word game. All you need! to
do is to form as many meaningful 4 letter words [as
possible. The catch here is that all the words must include
the alphabet at the center of the wheel. Also, you have to
come up with a word that will include all the alphabets‘in
the wheel.

spellathon)to

drexeldesi0809@g
mail.com on or
before December

20. Names  of

winners will be
published in the

next edi ti

Letters to the Editor

Dear readers, kindly send in your comments and suggestiahsxeldesi0809@gmail.cam
EnteriLet t er s t oin theswbjecefidld. tAlsor include your name and any other
personal/professional details that you wish to share with our readers. Your comments/
suggestions will be published in the next edition of Drexel desi. We are also inviting
suggestions for having a new name for our news letter.
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Abhinav Bindra proudly
displaying his gold meda
that he won at the 200
Beijing olympics

The entire world was gripped with Olympic fever when th& Saimmer Olympics got
underway on 8 August 2008 with a colorful and spectacular opening ceremony in Beijing,
China.

The Olympic Games began in ancient Greece in 776 BC as a series of atngietitions
between the various cistates of the Greek empire. They were conducted regularly till about
393 AD. The origins of the games are unknown, but there are several myths related to it. One
tells about Hercules, who won a race at Olympia, and declared that the games should'be held
every four years. Another tells of Zeus initiating the festival after his defeat of Titan Cronus.
Whatever may be the origin, the games were quite popular in ancient Greece. The winners
were crowned with wreaths of a sacred olive tree that grew behind the temple of Zeus. The
Olympics were held every four years till Roman Emperor Theodosius | banned them in 393
AD.

About 1500 years later, a young man called Pierre de Coubertin revived the idea|of the
Olympic Games. In 1894, he arranged a meeting of 79 delegates representing nine cauntries.
The call for conducting the Olympic Games was unanimous. Thus, on April 6, 1896, King
George | of Greece inaugurated the Games at the Panathenean Stadium in Athens, and starte
what has since been called, the Summer Olympic Games. These Games have come to
symbolize the ideals of 6sound mind if a
nations. It has since become the highest honor for an athlete to represent and performwell for
his country in the Olympic Games. Many athletes have given legendary performances at the
Games. Mark Spitz, Jesse Owens, Emil Zatopek, Dawn Lorraine Fraser, Teofilo Stevenson,
Nadia Comaneci, Al Oerter, Carl Lewis, Greg Louganis, Nikolai Andrianov, Niam
Suleymanoglu, Larisa Latynina, Daley Thompson, Vasily Ivanovich, Abebe Bikila, Robert
Beamon, Edwin Moses, Fu Mingxia are some of the legends of the modern Olympics. The
Olympic flag was designed by Coubertin. It shows five interlocking rings representing five
continents of the world that are joined together in the Olympic Movement. The Olympic
flame dates back to ancient Greece. It symbolizes the death and rebirth of Greek heroes. The
torch relay attracts a lot of fanfare and following.

The opening ceremony for the Games was held at the Beijing National Stadium and featured
a case of more than 15000 performers. A rich assembly of Chinese culture and art dominated
the ceremony. Former Chinese gymnast Li Nang ignited the cauldron. This was followed by
the flag march. The Indian contingent was lead by silver medalist Rajyavardhan [Singh
Rathore.

The Games saw 43 new world records and 132 new Olympic records set. A record 87
countries won a medal during the Games. Chinese athletes won 51 gold medals altogether,
the second largest haul by a national team in a moderrhoymotted Summer Games. This
meant that China topped the medal tally for the first time. The United States of America
finished second in the medal tally though they won the most number of medals. Michael
Phelps broke the record for most gold medals in one Olympics and for most career gold
medal s for an Ol ympi an. He won a mind ‘bog
record of seven set in the 1972 Olympics. Usain Bolt secured the traditional title of "World's
Fastest Man" by setting new world records in the 100m and 200m dashes.

The Indian contingent returned after their most successful Olympic campaign. For the first
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time, India won three medals at the Games. Abhinav Bindra made the country proud by
winning Indiads first individual gold meda
won a bronze medal in the middleweight boxing category. Sushil Kumar won a bronze in 66
kg freestyle wrestling. Jitender Kumar and Akhil Kumar reached the quarterfinals in the
Flyweight and Bantamweight categories respectively. Saina Nehwal reached the quarterfinals
in badminton. These performances more than made up the failure of good medal prospects
like Leander Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi, Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore and Anjali Bhagwat
Vedpathak.

But the talking point about the Games ,in
should be a shot in the arm for those people, who believe in Indian athletes ability to win on
the world stage. Hopefully, this will be the first of many individual gold medals won by In-
dian athletes at the Olympics in the coming years. Former great Olympians congratulated
Bindra. Milkha Singh, who just missed winning a medal in 1960, remarked that this triumph,

has more than made up for it. il feel | i ke
be awarded Bharat Ratna. No one shoul d say
championd said Singh, who broke the Ol ympi

finished only fourth.

The Olympic Games ended with an equally spectacular closing ceremony du@4st in
Beijing. The Ceremony included the handover of the Games from Beijing to London. Guo
Jinlong, the Mayor of Beijing handed over the Olympic flag to the Mayor of London Boris
Johnson, followed by a performance organized by the London Organizing Committee for the
Olympic Games.

Before the Games, there were fears of terrorist strikes and Tibetan protests at the Olympics.
But with strict security in place, the Games went on without any major problem. The Games
were considered a tremendous success. 't 6s

Enticing Ra

Our Rajasthan exploration mission began in the capitaly s
Jai pur , al so popularly kn:
very first day of my trip and | was really excited by 3
thought that the moment | reach Jaipur | will get to see 'S
col or on every wall. But !
when | came to know that although Jaipur is called the &
city, only a part of the city has pink color. Another strik
feature of the city is its houses. It was amazing to see th&s
even a single house in that area looked different. Thang
the state governmentoés | a
a house there has to have the same color on the wallg
houses are built of pink stucco in imitation of sandstone.
city is remarkable among preodern Indian cities for the

width and regularity of its streets which are laid out into six

sectors separated by broad streets which are 34 m wide.

Jai pur is considered as a shopperoés paradi
hour in the local markets of Jaipur, | never wanted leave the place which had collections of
every single color that | had ever seen and could have ever thought of. And for a moment, |
felt like being carried away in some other world.
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Major Attractions:
HAWA MAHAL

We had to cover the best five places in Jaipur and then we headed towards the HAWA
MAHAL. It took around 15 minutes to ,rea
. - as Palace of Winds and was built by 